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Saint Peter’s Child Care was formed late in 2000 by a small group of congregants from Saint

Peter’s by the Lake Lutheran Church. They shared and felt deeply about the values of

communities, the preservation of life and the belief of a healthy future for all children

especially those confronted by the HIV / AIDS pandemic.

The group decided to focus on children affected by HIV / AIDS, especially orphans. A

number of options were considered and it was decided to create Foster homes where the

children can be integrated back into society. This is done by identifying Foster mothers,

sending them to a statutory body (such as the Johannesburg Child Welfare) for screening and

approval, purchasing or renting flats or houses and getting the statutory body to legally place

the children with the Foster mother with a maximum of 5 children per mother and per

household. The children can be HIV positive or HIV negative. Saint Peter’s Child Care then

accepts the responsibility of looking after all the needs of the children. This is done by

securing funds, ensuring that the children are clothed, receive schooling, have a nutritional

diet, receive medical care (including anti-retroviral drugs if necessary) and are brought up in

a Christian environment where there is lots of love and care. The children will then grow up

in a normal and healthy environment, where they are part of the community.

Saint Peter’s Child Care is supported in principle by the Lutheran Church. It is an

independent Non Profit Organisation with an NPO number and Public Benefit Organisation

number.
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Professor C C Mokadi - Principal & Vice Chancellor Wits Technikon

Ms Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka - Former Deputy President of South Africa

Rev. Dr. Molefe Tsele - Former General Secretary of the South African

Council of Churches

Andrew Mc Lean - South African Springbok cyclist

The Office Bearers

Greg Walker - Chairman

Pastor Edwin Dedekind - Vice Chairman

Jeremy Leach - Treasurer

Thamsanqa Sibiya - Secretary

Edgar Voigts - Manager

Adelade Mangena - Social Worker

Catherine Makwakwa - Committee member

Lorette Leach - Committee member

Karen Meyer - Committee member

Jochen Volker - Committee member

Catherine Makwakwa - Committee member

Our Partnerships

Johannesburg Child Welfare

Saint Peter’s by the Lake Lutheran Church

Family Life Centre

LUCSA

St Peter’s Lutheran Church, Pretoria

Thomaskirche, Northrand, Bryanston

Westrand Lutheran Community Church

Roodepoort Child Welfare

Freundeskreis St Peter’s Child Care e.V.

Neema Lalela

Ev.Luth.Kirchengemeinde Braunschweig-Mascherode

Ev.Luth.Kirchengemeinde Wächtersbach
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This year has been certainly been challenging. Our new project West Rand Lutheran 

Community Church took a long time to get off the ground. The transfer of the property took a 

long time and then we had to face the challenge of the new Child Care act which stipulates that 

new Foster Mothers have to be checked against the Sexual Offenders register. This register had 

not been published so for a number of months we were not able to start a new family. We 

welcome Adelaide Mangena who joined us as the Project Social worker. We wish her a long 

and successful stay at Saint Peter’s child Care.

Once again our Patrons from the Government, sport and academic sectors contributed to the 

project and I would like to thank Former Deputy President Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, 

Professor Connie Mokadi and Andrew Mc Lean for their support over the past year.

Johannesburg Child Welfare has once again contributed substantially to the project. On behalf 

of the Foster Mothers, the children and the committee I would like to extend a special word of 

thanks to them. They are responsible for training, screening and approving the Foster Mothers, 

identifying children and preparing all the paperwork so that the Children can be legally placed 

through the courts with the Foster Mothers.

The financial crises has obviously had an impact on raising funds for the project. However 

along with some of our reserves, we were able to generate sufficient funds to sustain the project. 

A special thank you to the many people, organisations and all our sponsors who contributed to 

the project. This ranges from individuals to smaller and medium businesses, Corporates, Church 

organisations and Congregational members. Without their generous contributions, not only 

financially but also physically, we would not be able to look after so many children. Thank you 

to the Hermann Olthaver Trust for donating funds to start a new family and to the Behn Family 

for their continued support.

To Anke Mölleken and all our friends in Germany who run “Freundeskreis St. Peter´s Child 

Care e.V” a big thank you for all the work that you do in raising funds and awareness for our 

project. Without your support we would not have been able to grow and sustain the project as 

quickly as we have done.

A highlight of the year was the visit by Brot für die Welt (Bread for the World) and a film crew 

from ZDF (The Second German Television Station). They came to film our project which was 

screened to a large German ordinance in December 2009 as part of Brot für die Welt’s fund 

raising campaign. Edgar Voigts kindly represented Saint Peter’s Child Care at the live television 

broadcast in Germany. On behalf of all the people involved with Saint Peter’s Child Care, I 

would like to thank Edgar for the special effort and commitment he put in to ensure that 

everything went smoothly and successfully. We hope that his fantastic effort will generate funds 

for our project in the future. 

Chairman’s Report 
March 2009 to February 2010
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We also launched our new website which can be found at www.stpeterschildcare.org.za . I would 

like to thank Felix Frankenberger and Intdev Internet Technologies for providing the tools so that 

the new website could be created and for hosting the site.

A special thank you to the teachers and principals of the schools that our children attend. Their co-

operation and to the fact that they will go the extra mile when required has contributed significantly 

to the happiness of our children. 

To our other partners:

St. Peter’s By the Lake Lutheran Congregation, LUCSA, Family Life Centre, TMI, Big Shoes, 

Nwanda Incorporated, West Rand Lutheran Community Church, Neema Lalela, St. Peter’s 

Lutheran Church Pretoria, Thomaskirche Bryanston, Freundeskreis St. Peter´s Child Care e.V , and 

those partners who contribute food, goods and consumables, a special word of thanks.

Last but not least, I would like to thank my fellow committee members who worked tirelessly 

throughout the year in order to ensure that the project ran smoothly. To Edgar Voigts, Adelaide 

Mangena, Sigrid Meid, the St Peter’s Pretoria Child Care Committee, the St Peters by the Lake 

Child Care Committee and the Thomas Kirche Child Care Committee, a special thank you. I would 

also like to thank our Driver, Godfree who works extremely hard in transporting the Children and 

Mothers.

I do believe in the coming year, that we are going to face many challenges that will contribute to the 

growth and success of the project. With God’s guidance I am sure that we will be able to meet these 

challenges so that the children orphaned as a result of the HIV-AIDS pandemic can benefit.

GREG WALKER

CHAIRMAN

Chairman’s Report 
March 2009 to February 2010

Continued

http://www.stpeterschildcare.org.za/
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Hebrews 12:1-2

And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our 

eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.(NLT)

One of the aspects of the project, when we started it a few years ago, was that it would be a 

long term commitment and that we needed to be prepared to go where God leads us. It is 

now 9 years since the project started and I often feel we are still at the very beginning. St. 

Peter’s Child Care is a more mature and established project with a lot of experience that we 

can fall back on. However, it is still clear to us that there is a long way to go and we have to 

be open to learn, be flexible and be prepared to continue for a long time. 

It is with thankfulness that I look back at the lessons we have learnt and continue to learn, 

but also with a sense of being prepared to commit for a long time to come. We have been 

blessed with many resources and those now include the house God blessed us with on the 

Westrand that belongs to St. Peter’s Child Care and we are looking for another suitable 

house. 

The most valuable resources however are the people that are committed to the project. The 

mothers need ongoing encouragement but are the actual backbone of our project. We 

constantly try to support and empower them in every possible way. Being a parent has 

shown me how difficult it is to bring up children under normal circumstances. Our St. 

Peter’s Child Care mothers have a much more difficult task with children that have been 

through so much and it is not surprising that they struggle in life. Here it is important that 

we support them so that they can “run the race” with endurance. 

We need to structure our organization in such a way that we are really supporting the 

families in every possible way and that the love of God can flow into these homes. In the 

St. Peter’s by the Lake local committee we have empowered the mothers by making them 

members of the committee and this has changed the character of our meetings. In place of 

talking about the families we are now talking to them and the committee plays a supporting 

role. It is interesting how we are always in the process of learning to work in an as effective 

a way as possible.

My aim in this project has always been to allow the love of Christ to be central and to live 

this love; we have to first receive it. The congregational committees have an important 

function in this regard. They are there to support the mothers and families also in their 

spiritual needs. Perhaps we should look at having Fellowship Groups in which the mothers 

and children can take part. The work in this project is very demanding and we need the help 

of the Lord in it. That is why the verse I have chosen for this report is very helpful. It calls 

us to focus on Jesus and to allow Him to work in our lives. This is what inspires, 

encourages and leads us in the work of the project.

Pastor’s Report 2009-10
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Another very encouraging development is the support of a partner congregation in Germany. 

Anke Mölleken, one of our ex volunteers who is the chairperson of St. Peter’s Child Care e.V. in 

Germany did a practical in the Wächtersbach congregation and brought about the contact that has 

led to this partnership. They want to support us and want to be involved in the project. It is 

wonderful to see how many people are prepared to be involved and help in the project. 

May God continue blessing this project and let us not fail to pray for it continuously. 

Pastor Edwin Dedekind

PASTOR: ST PETER’S BY THE LAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pastor’s Report 2009-10
Continued

Wächtersbach church An inside view

Pastor  Christoph Schilling Pastor Beate Rilke 



Our Project has 27children, who are cared for by 7 foster mothers and 3 relief mothers:

Age School

Foster Mother: Jane

Children: Kealeboga 12 The Foundation School

Simon 12 The Foundation School

Miriam 3 Super Kidz

Foster Mother: Glory

Children: Phindile 16 Roodepark School

Sifiso 13 The Foundation School

Simphiwe 9 The Foundation School

Mpendulo 5 Roosevelt Pre-primary

Lizwe 3 Super Kidz

Foster Mother: Marentina

Children: Charmaine 6 Roosevelt Nursery

Eddy 5 Roosevelt Nursery

Will 4 Roosevelt Nursery

Snonhle 3 Super Kidz

Foster Mother Fortune

Children: Ntombizodwa 16 Deutsche Schule

Tante 4 Little Creations

Siyabonga 4 Little Creations

Nikiwe 4 Little Creations

Foster Mother: Jeanette

Children : Solani 9 Delta Park

Melani 8 Forest Town

Simphiwe 8 Delta Park

Hope 5 Little Creations

Foster Mother Valerie

Children Phillip 19 Voortrekkerhoogte

High School

Kedibone 14 Magalies School

Margaret 11 Oost-Eind Primary

Foster Mother: Lovey

Children : Lindiwe 6 Lantern Primary

Andile 5 Joyland Nursery

George 5 Gateway

Angela 4 Joyland Nursery
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Our objective is to provide, within the community, loving homes  in a Christian and 

emotionally secure environment for children orphaned as a result of the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

To provide an opportunity for these needy  children to  have a good quality of life in an as 

normal as possible an environment and  to be educated. 

To identify suitable Foster mothers, arrange for screening and training thereby creating not 

only employment but also providing the mother with education in child care.

To work closely together with the authorities to help alleviate the tremendous burden of 

orphaned children brought about by the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

To operate the organisation in a transparent, professional manner while ensuring the privacy of 

the children is maintained.

To replicate the structures of St Peter's Child Care with other churches/Christian organisations 

– whilst providing management and oversight from St Peter's Child Care’s proven team. One 

of the key priorities will be to ensure that St Peter's Child Care and affiliated entities continue 

to remain highly professional and sustainable in order to serve as a model for similar 

programmes.

Long Term:

To provide a frame work that is duplicateable all over South Africa and eventually beyond our 

borders.

To become the standard on which government and other organisations model the care of 

orphans.

To encourage as many other congregations/Christian organisations to emulate our project for 

the benefit of as many children as possible.To provide an emotionally secure environment for 

children orphaned as a result of the HIV/AIDS pandemic. These children would otherwise be 

in hospitals or institutions with no hope of ever leaving there.

Short term Goals

1. To have 9 homes with a maximum of 34 children by December 2011.

2. To secure sufficient funding to support the project by communicating the needs and

plight of orphans to as many individuals and organisations both here in South Africa as

well as overseas.

3. To empower at least 1 other Christian organisation to adopt a similar program by

December 2011.

8

Objectives



17

St Peter’s Child Care: Gallery

Kirchentag in Germany

The Stand

Our Freundeskreis hard at work promoting St Peter’s Child Care



Thank you to all of our regular donors/sponsors (past and those more recent)

Churches

Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa (LUCSA in conjunction with Brot fur die Welt Germany)

Ev. Lutheran Congregation Braunschweig-Mascherode

Ev. Lutheran Congregation Wächtersbach

Ev. Lutheran Congregation Bethanian

Ev. Lutheran Congregation Concordia

Ev. Lutheran Congregation Kempton Park

Ev. Lutheran Congregation Eastrand

Ev. Lutheran Congregation North Rand - Thomaskirche

Ev. Lutheran Congregation Hilbrow - Friedenskirche

West Rand Lutheran Community Church

St Peter’s By the Lake

Lady’s Group at Nordrand Congregation

Jahrmarkt Germiston

Hauskreis der Ev.Gemeinde Baiersbronn

House of Mercy Bible Church

Father Kinsley Nwaeme

International Support

Holy Trinity Washington DC

Futura Stiftung, Hamburg

Freundeskreis St Peter’s Child Care e.V. (Germany)

Bischöfin Bärbel Waternberg-Potter

Mr. & Mrs. Behn

Mrs. S Winkler

Mrs. B Wackerle

Mrs. H Hardock

Mr. K. Eiben – Christmas presents

Frau. H.Köstlin

Frau Dr.S.Erdmann

Frau Dr.A.Markus

Herr G.Köstlin

Herr&Fr. Morlock

Local Support

Storequip – Mr. Dietmar Krupke

Alan Auret

Bombela

KK Engineering

Deutscher Frauenverein (German Ladies Group)

International Women’s Club

Neale Whitecross Incorporated

Woolworths Hyde Park

Competitive Dynamics

Mecosa

My School

Family Life Centre

The Hermann Ohlthaver Trust

Hollard

HIPROM

Trips Away
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Mrs. M. Giessen 

Mr.  &  Mrs. E Kostlin 

Mr. & Mrs. Meyer 

Mr. & Mrs.  Graf

Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Leach

Ms. B. Mnengisa

Mrs. A Swanepoel

Ms. D. Pillay

Ms. J. Binder

Mrs. L. Moldenhauer

Mrs. M. Stichling

Mr. M. Mafu

Patrick Family

Ms. S. Cutter

Mrs. P Schackermann

Mr. & Mrs. M Schutte

Ms. S Patel

Mrs. S. Moletsane

Mr. & Mrs. P van Niekerk

Mr. & Mrs. Archary

Ms. D. Gardelli

Mr. M Mgqalelo

Ms. S Padayachee

Mr. G Joubert

Mr. O Lekgslagadi

Mrs. P Nel

Mrs. T Ramdani

Ms. Mchunu

Mrs. K Govender

Mr. O Ditan

Mr. S Groeblinghoff

Mrs. S Konyana

Mr. & Mrs. von Ketelhoff
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Thank you to our Sponsors

Birthday presents Mr D Buck 

Wedding presents Mr and Mrs GC Walker  

Mr/s Buytendag  

Mrs. H Rens 

Mr. & Mrs. M Pfeffer 

Mr. & Mrs. KA Pfeffer 

Mr.& Mrs. J Leach 

A  v Jaarsveld   

Mrs. Gerntholtz 

Urban Family 

Mrs. Barbara 

Mr. & Mrs. Buck S&G 

Mr/s Glehn 

Mr. & Mrs. v Berkel  

Mr. J Govender  

Mr. & Mrs. Kostlin  

Mr. & Mrs. Beltramo 

Ms. C Marcovic 

Mrs. L Gordon 

Mr. & Mrs. Nolte  

Mr. & Mrs. Grunder 

Mr. Samson 

Shireen Ismail Psychologist

Adcock Ingram

Discovery

Some sponsors want to remain anonymous. Thanks to you too. 
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Manager’s Report
2009

The 2009/10 year has been a year of  both some exciting developments for St Peter’s Child 

Care as well as some sadness. 

We have seen a continued growth in self confidence, accountability and responsibility in our 

foster mothers. The philosophy that is growing from strength to strength is that the mother is 

in charge of the family and that the volunteers and the St Peter’s staff are there in support. 

The children are getting older and we have to thank our Heavenly Father that they have been 

relatively healthy and are all getting bigger and stronger. The only illnesses have been all the 

normal ones that all children have e.g. flu, colds etc. 

Sadly, one of our mothers was taken out of the project by Johannesburg Child Welfare who 

had established that she was defrauding the state by having another set of children that she 

was looking after in Soweto. Even sadder for us at St Peter’s Child Care was that one of our 

sixteen year old girls decided that she was adult enough to move into the world on her own.

The establishment of the families in Westrand dragged on longer than expected as the new 

law made it impossible to get the new clearances that are required. This obstacle has been 

overcome and as this report is being written two families with four children each have moved 

in. 

Our ties with Germany were considerably strengthened during the year. In August I spent  

just on two weeks in Germany were I was afforded a chance to meet with many current 

friends and donors as well as being able to do presentations to many possible supporters. 

This has already led to monies flowing from new sources as well as the partnering between  

the congregations Wächtersbach and St Peter’s by the Lake. I was also blessed to have been 

able to meet with Bishöfin Bärbel Wartenberg-Potter (patron of the Freundeskreis) and her 

husband Phillip Potter (formerly of the Lutheran World Federation).

Audience at a presentation in Ziegenhein Bishöfin Bärbel Wartenberg-Potter, 

Phillip Potter & Pröbstin Frauke Eiben
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Manager’s Report

2009

Continued

Thank you to all the friends in Germany that have continued to be involved and give so much 

in both time and money. 

Having moved one family out of Windsor, we are committed to moving the remaining two 

families out as soon as we are able to as we are unhappy with the deterioration of the suburb. 

This however will add considerable cost. 

In conclusion, we have to thank our Heavenly Father  who has provided for us in so many 

ways. He has opened doors for us and has provided for the families. It has been a good year 

for St Peter’s Child Care as the children in general are relatively healthy, happy and well. We 

have been blessed with donor’s that really care and also with volunteers that are really 

involved. Thank you to everyone that is part of the St Peter’s family and gives us material 

and emotional support. Thank you to the Foster Mothers, to Godfree our loyal driver and to 

the social worker Adelade for their dedication and support.

Edgar Voigts

Manager

In October, Brot für die Welt came with a film crew and the famous TV show host Carmen 

Nebel, and filmed a day in Simon’s life. This was aired on  ZDF ”Die schönsten 

Weihnachtshits” TV show on 2 December to an audience of 3,8 million viewers. I was also 

then interviewed live by Carmen Nebel who was very kind to me.

Carmen Nebel interviewing Cornelia 

Füllkrug-Weitzel of Brot für die Welt 

Carmen Nebel interview on the show
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Social Work 

and 
Training Report

2009-10

This was a very interesting year for me as I just joined the project. However I was warmly 

welcomed by management, Foster Mothers and the children.

This was a year full of exploring different resources and networks for us to better assist the 

children with their needs. We managed to form better networks with Johannesburg Child 

Welfare who assist us with the statutory work on the children. Soweto Social Development 

office helped us with legal placement of one of our foster child. We have also established a 

new relationship with Roodepoort Child Welfare who is assisting us with the new house we 

have purchased in the Westrand. They have also linked us with Bethany House Trust for all 

our Foster mothers training in the Westrand.

The foster mothers have also been lucky this year to receive professional sewing lessons. 

They also explored the challenges they face with helping the children adhere to the ARVs. 

This is still a challenge especially with our teenagers. We however try and assess each case 

as unique through the use of Individual Developmental Plans that were designed for each 

child. , looking after the children can have a strain on the mothers as well; they also went 

through personal training on conflict resolution and good communication skills.

A new mother has been screened and trained in the Westrand. We are happy to be expanding 

our services and resources by starting another family there. We also have a new relief mother 

whom the children love and respect.

Our children still continue to receive therapy when needed. We would like to extent our 

sincere gratitude to the following institutions for offering our children with such services, 

University of the Witwatersrand O.T. department, University of Johannesburg Educational 

Psychology Department, CATTS, FAMSA, Martindale Counseling Centre, University of 

Johannesburg Social Work Department. We also thank the students that we have assisting us 

with the children. Our volunteers for making sure that the homework is done.

Lastly, I would like to thank our management team for the excellent support they gave to me, 

the mothers and the children. I am looking forward to a more exciting and fruitful year to 

come. To the mothers, you are doing a wonderful job, keep it up and remember that these are 

children with “special needs” 

Our children have needs and we do not always know how to best fulfill them. However, we 

can only do what is in their best interest and hope for the best. This is not always easy, we 

thank God for always reminding us that He has all the answers and knows all our plans.

Adelaide Mangena

St Peters Social Worker

.
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The watchword for 2009, Luke 18:27 “ Jesus answered, “what is humanly impossible is 

possible with God”,  is a testimony to our experiences during the period under review.

Firstly our pastor vacated his post at the end of June 2009, for the past 12 months,  the 

recruitment of new pastor was done with no success, meanwhile we were to add a new 

family under our care, that meant that we had to wait indefinitely. 

On the positive side our children have performed well academically, and they growing 

spiritually as they are actively participating in the structures of the church. Socially they 

belong to the family of Saint Peter, as evidenced by the involvement of many families in 

their weekend entertainments as well as birthday celebrations.  There is good working 

relationship with the management of all schools, challenges  and achievements are 

communicated to us on time, and interventions done jointly. 

A special thanks to the social worker and the project manager as well as the STPCC 

management for the support to they offered,  without which we could not have been  

successful in the care of the children and the support of the foster mother.

Through Christ

Catherine Makwakwa

St Peter’s Child Care 
Pretoria
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We look back again on a turbulent but successful year with its challenges but also rewards. 

Problems, with schooling and others, were overcome, and generally we felt the hand of our Lord 

guiding us.

General Development

Our eldest foster daughter came to know Jesus Christ during a Kai Youth Camp which she 

attended. She decided to follow him and be baptized in his name, in April. She was subsequently 

confirmed in October in our church. She continues her attendance at the German School.

6 of our younger children were baptized later in April.

The children proudly participated in the nativity play presented in our Christmas Eve service.

The Families

Unexpectedly, and rather suddenly, we had to separate from our new foster mother, due to an 

unfortunate turn of events. This was the second loss of the mother for the family in the course of 

12 months, and rather a shock to us all. With surprising speed, Management found a replacement 

mother, appropriately called Fortune, a loving and devoted person with whom our children bonded 

immediately. The signs are that the children withstood this change without apparent harm.

Schooling

Beginning of the year, our 2 Grade Ones had to switch school to be more appropriately 

accommodated, whilst the third one started in grade one. At the same time we succeeded in placing 

the last two in Little Creations Nursery School, with astonishing results evident in their personal 

development.  Our three “swimmers” of last year are “water safe”  and have obtained their 

certificate. The three youngest are receiving swimming lessons this current year.

The Team

We are supported by a young energetic and devoted female volunteer from Germany, Esther, who 

renders a vital contribution to the development of our children, helping with homework and play as 

well as transporting  them to and from school and other destinations. The children love her.

Our partners in Germany, Braunschweig-Mascherode, as well as private sponsors in Germany 

provide continuing financial support.

In conclusion, we express our sincere thanks and appreciation to our devoted team, our various 

friends and sponsors, and especially to the Management of StPCC for providing the necessary 

infrastructure, their support and guidance.

Hartmut Köstlin

Chairman: Thomaskirche Child Care

Thomaskirche - Northrand
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To us, the name of St.Peter’s Child Care immediately and foremost brings to mind Jeanette’s family 

of 4 children, living in Douglasdale. This family is “our” family whom we have “adopted”  and for 

whom we feel financially and socially responsible.

We gratefully acknowledge the regular relevant feedback we receive from Thomaskirche. This info, 

supplemented with photographs, has enabled us to mentally take part in events like birthdays, 

baptism and schooling, and to generally follow the children’s development. This is important to our 

circle of sponsors, in that it vividly demonstrates the good use of their financial contributions.

Currently, we have a circle of regular donors comprising some 40 families or individuals, and we are  

confident of being able to maintain our annual contribution of 10.000 to 12.000 Euros.

From our perspective, we see not only our financial support but we value the participation of our 

congregation in this project. With this in mind, we conduct an annual “Day-of-the-Worldwide-

Church”, usually with the theme “South Africa”. This encourages people to donate regularly. In our 

family services we often talk about life in Africa. This way, our congregation remains in touch with 

“our children”.

Further information may be found on our website www.kirche-mascherode.de.

May our Lord give you strength and bless you in this important work.

Eine-Welt-Kreis Braunschweig-Mascherode

Pastor Harald Bartling

Thomaskirche – Northrand
Continued:

Report from Mascherode

Pastor Harald Bartling opening 

the presentation evening

Part of the audience in Mascherode

http://www.kirche-mascherode.de/
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Thomaskirche – Northrand
Continued:

Report from Hauskreis Baiersbronn
(Germany)

Our bible study group of the Marienkirche in Baiersbronn (Black Forest, Germany) 

comprises some 12 persons, meeting regularly every Thursday evening, in the 

individual homes in monthly rotation. 

We enjoy singing together, scripture reading and discussing the text as well as faith 

related questions. Our activities extend to attending or participating in events run by 

our congregation, and conducting occasional family retreats.

Over the year, everyone makes an agreed financial contribution. This is used to support 

a worthwile project, decided upon towards year’s end. 

Uwe Köstlin



West Rand Lutheran 
Community Church

Neema Lalela House

It has been a long time of waiting! But God is great – in HIS time God makes all things beautiful! 

As I am writing this report our first family is moving into the Neema Lalela House. Lovey Nkomo, 

the mother of the one family has already been with us for a couple of weeks and she has made 

herself at home.

Two of her four children have moved in with her. They are 2 and 5 years of  age and are now also

visiting the Westrand Joyland Nursery School. The other two, which are already at school are  

presently only visiting in the afternoons,  but when you read this report, they will also have moved 

into the house to be  with their mother Lovey.

It’s been a long time of waiting... Since I first spoke with Edwin Dedekind about  our desire to look 

after orphaned children, years have gone by. In 2008 God  then finally started opening doors. A 

house adjacent to the property of the  West Rand Lutheran Community Church(WRLCC) was up 

for sale. Through the  grace and provision of GOD, this ideal house was donated to St Peters Child 

Care by the Futura Trust in Germany for the purpose of providing a home for  two families of  

orphaned children. A lot of renovations and changes have gone into the building for our required 

purposes. Unfortunately we had to deal with many obstacles and a lot of red tape in the last year 

which hindered us having children in this house earlier. But I have realised, that Gods time is never 

wrong!

I want to express a special word of thanks to St Peters Child Care without whose help we would 

have never come so far to set up this house. Our great appreciation continues to go out to the  

Futura Trust in Germany, who provided this lovely home. Last but not least, I want to thank all the 

members of the WRLCC and Neema Lalela  who have embraced this very worthwhile project 

and made it their own. Thank you for the many people who have donated all the all the things, 

which are needed in a normal household. Thank you also for  our continued support for these 

families! 

Jochen Volker, 

Senior Pastor of the WRLCC
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St Peter’s Child Care 
Local Committee

Introduction: Vision and objectives

The St Peter’s local committee was instituted with the vision to support the foster mothers by taking the

children in their care on outings. This provides us with the opportunity to develop a more personal 

relationship with members of the families without infringing on the natural family interactions. It also relieves

the mothers by providing a healthy, educational and creative outlet of energy for the children. These families

often have limited means when it comes to recreation activities. The Local Committee is able to obtain

sponsorship and arrange such activities for the families.

Scope

The families which are served by this Local Committee include the following:

– Jane’s family which consists of 3 children ; and 

– Glory’s family, consisting of 5 children.

Approach

We believe that the inclusion of the foster mothers in Local Committee meetings to provide inputs and insight

into the daily realities of the relevant STPCC families, will add considerable value to what the Committee 

intends to do. It will also render the Committee to be responsive rather than prescriptive and ensure that what 

we do is truly beneficial and sustainable.

The Local Committee is also dedicated to getting to know the family members individually, as (little) people

and not just as receivers of a charitable organization. This adds to the vision of STPCC of creating a ‘normal’

environment for these children. 

The outings are selected in such a way that it can be enjoyed by the younger and older children of the

families. It is also aimed at stimulation on an various levels, i.e. educational, outdoor, recreational and 

creative.

Partnership

In line with the St Peter’s Child Care philosophy, St Peter’s by the Lake has partnered with Wächtersbach

congregation in Germany in support of the two families. They will focus on raising some of the finances that

we need on an ongoing basis. This is a very exciting development.

Progress feedback

On 12 June 2010 the Local Committee arranged an outing to the Johannesburg Zoo. This was well received

and the children found it very stimulating. This outdoor experience provides exercise and the opportunity to

learn about animals, and is something that can be enjoyed by the teenagers. 

Conclusion 

The Committee members are extremely motivated and spending time with the children is top priority. As time

progresses more needs from the families will be identified and the objectives of the Committee will expand to

address such needs. 

Lorette Leach

Chair
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The year 2009 started with the AGM in Ziegenhain, Hesse. We were very excited as three guests, 

whom we had forwarded our Newsletter but had never heard of them personally, accepted our 

invitation and attended the meeting. It was the first time that people got involved in the work of the 

Freundeskreis without being personally related to a member of the committee. The results of the 

AGM encouraged everybody to keep up the good work. 

In May we presented StPCC at the German protestant church convention in Bremen – to mention 

the biggest presentation of the Freundeskreis in 2009. We consider our presence at the exhibition a 

great success, leaving many visitors with a new-gained interest in our project and the fundraising in 

Germany. We also got in contact with “Siyabonga”, a social project in Durban. It was very 

interesting to interact with an organisation, which has similar interests in Germany.

Edgar’s visit in Germany was a great success for all who were involved. It motivated us to continue 

our work. Through conversations with Edgar about our concept, we figured out improvements 

concerning our structure of the Freundeskreis to cope with the work that needs to be done to 

increase our income. All the presentations Edgar gave to various people/congregations and 

organisations all over Germany were very impressive and had a big impact on the listeners. We 

received a lot of support (financially as well as ideologically) and new doors to interesting donors 

were opened (e.g.. Brot für die Welt). 

Freundeskreis 
St Peter’s Child Care e.V

Probably one consequence of Edgars visit in August 2009 was the TV-presentation on the 

ZDF in December. After his very professional public appearance on TV and the very well 

made presentation of StPCC by the ZDF a lot of people send us emails and asked for further 

information about StPCC.

Moritz organised a presentation of StPCC in a vegetable-store. The owner heard about the 

Freundeskreis from Moritz and was very happy to inform his customers about the good work 

in South Africa while they were buying cucumbers and potatoes. 

Banner used at presentations
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Freundeskreis 

St Peter’s Child Care e.V

continued

Our income from donors in 2009 was 14214,74 € in total. Our members, who pay on a 

regular basis for StPCC, paid 8618 €. In order to increase the number of members to 

have more people who commit themselves to support StPCC regularly, we needed to 

put our ideas we got from conversations with Edgar into action. End of November we 

gathered everybody who was interested to get involved in the work of the 

Freundeskreis and reallocated everything that needs to be done here in Germany. As 

special guest Edgar organised his second trip to Germany around our meeting. He 

gave us newest information and gave us a lot of motivation for our work.

Maybe 2009 has been the most special year of the Freundeskreis so far. The years 

before prepared the things that happened in 2009. Our new structure, the new people 

who are involved as well as the improvement of our contact to South Africa due to 

Edgar’s visits and the high attention StPCC got through the TV-presentation gives the 

Freundeskreis a lot of responsibility. We hope we will use all the possibilities, 2009 

has brought up to increase our income for StPCC.

Anke Moelleken

CHAIR: "FREUNDESKREIS ST. PETER'S CHILD CARE E.V.”

Bruni sold self-made biscuits on a village fair in cooperation with the local Lutheran church. 

The income was half donated for StPCC and half for the own needs of the congregation.

Bruni and friends
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It has been quite a year – at least in the mundane world of the secular economy where the crisis has 

been coined the “Great Recession”.  Established and historical companies have been shocked to 

their foundations and many financial institutions no longer exist.  And in the real economy, many 

companies have suffered from the fall out which has meant that their funding for non core 

activities, such as CSI has decreased significantly.  In many cases the funding for CSI has halved or 

worse.  And yet, throughout this, St Peter’s Child Care has been blessed where our funding has 

largely continued - to a large extent reaping the benefits of seeds we have sown in the past as will 

be discussed below.

I would just to touch on a few of the key examples of our blessings financially:

We were blessed to have received a significant donation of over R1m from the Futura Trust in 

Germany to allow us to buy a house in the West Rand.  Located next to our partner church and a 

school, this will considerably assist us and helps us build the asset base of STPCC.

We are gratified that the Herman Olthaver Trust continues to support us through the donation of a 

further R120,000 to establish a new house – thus allowing us to continue our mission to replicate 

STPCC with other churches.

The support we receive from Freundeskreis St. Peter’s Child Care e.V, established in Germany by 

previous volunteers at St Peters Church continues to be overwhelming.  Their funding makes up for 

approx. 40% of our funding and is really heaven sent.  We thank them for their tireless efforts in 

support of the children. 

As always, we thank all those other Churches, companies, trusts and individuals who make STPCC 

possible – just naming them all may make this report rather dull!

These amazing examples of support has meant that we not only covered our costs but have been 

able to have some cash in reserve.  Whilst part of this can be put to our cautious approach to 

expansion as we observed the fall out from the crisis, it also shows the depth of the support we 

have.  

STPCC has ambitious plans to replicate itself with the churches in South Africa.   Whilst we are 

fortunate to have some reserves in place, this will be rapidly depleted once we expand the number 

of homes that we support and expenses rise.  Of particular concern is the reliance on Germany 

which provides over 50% of our income – and their economy is not fully in the clear.  We will need 

to broaden our funding base to ensure that churches and corporations in South Africa are able to 

also contribute.  We therefore encourage all our supporters to assist in building up this funding 

base.

Yours in faith,

Jeremy Leach 

TREASURER

Treasurer’s Report
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Annual 
Financial Statements

St Peter’s Child Care

Annual Financial Statements – 28 February 2010


